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Below is a sample of the teaching evaluations I received as an Instructor and Teaching Assistant 
in the Department of Geography at UCSB.   I have also included some of my own thoughts and 
comments on these evaluations.  I believe these comments are reflective of my teaching style and 
philosophy, and demonstrate how I have grown and evolved as a facilitator of learning. 
 
Student Comments on my effectiveness as a Teaching Assistant  
 

 
These are three qualities that I strive for, and likely  
would not be an effective teacher without. 
 

 
I believe that too many students feel uncomfortable asking 
questions.  Curiosity and inquiry are the foundations of learning.  
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Students are often aware of both our teaching strengths and weaknesses, even if we may be 
reluctant to admit it. My first exposure to remote sensing was as a teaching assistant, and I was 
indeed still learning the material.  
 

 
Good teachers learn alongside their students. 
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These student evaluation scores show that I consistently achieved a superior rating, and that my 
scores far exceed the norm for current TAs in Geography and TAs over time.  
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Student Comments on my effectiveness as an Instructor 
 

 
Many students have the preconception that Geography  
involves tedious memorization of capital cities, rivers,  
and mountain ranges.  I hope they come away from my  
classes realizing that it is so much more. 
 

  
 I frequently incorporate hands-on group activities into  
my lectures.  I get bored hearing myself talk for an hour  
and a half straight, and can only imagine what a student feels! 
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Not many students like unannounced quizzes, but I firmly  
believe that they are an effect assessment and motivational  
tool.  This comment also highlights the challenge of making  
abstract theories relevant to students who are more concerned  
with learning skills that will get them a job. 
 
 

 
Dedicated students appreciate being challenged, and I think  
creating a “very influential learning experience” is the best  
possible outcome when designing and teaching a course. 
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VIU Advanced Diploma in GIS Applications Program 
 
I was a temporary Instructor in the Advanced Diploma in GIS Applications program at 
Vancouver Island University (VIU) thus I didn’t receive a formal teaching evaluation. However, 
two months after moving to the Washington DC area to begin my career as a Geospatial Scientist 
I was contacted by VIU and offered a full-time permanent Instructor position.  More than a year 
after that I was contacted by a former student at VIU and asked to write a letter of 
recommendation for his grad school application: 
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Geospatial Scientist 
 
During my three years as a Geospatial Scientist, my job duties having were increasingly focused 
on teaching and mentorship.  One of my job duties at Reinventing Geospatial was to develop a 
monthly lecture series to bridge the knowledge gap between the computer scientists that our 
company employed and the GEOINT professionals that we supported at the Army Geospatial 
Center and the National Geospatial Intelligence Agency.  Some of the slides that I used for a 
lecture on the appropriate use of Coordinate Reference Systems (CRSs) within the National 
System for Geospatial Intelligence are below. 
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In my job with Strategic Alliance Consulting I developed several custom training programs for a 
diverse group of full-time government employees and Pathways student interns. These programs 
are designed to build a common GEOINT knowledge base and provide the foundation for each 
student to become a subject matter expert in a specific GEOINT sub-domain.  Below is part of a 
user’s guide that I developed to give students hands-on experience with NSG and OGC 
geospatial data standards.   
 

 



Micah	L	Brachman,	PhD	 	 Teaching	Portfolio	
 
	

University of Maryland Department of Geographical Sciences 
 
A significant portion of my job duties as a Lecturer in the Department of Geographical Sciences 
have been dedicated to building our brand new graduate-level Geospatial Intelligence (GEOINT) 
Program. I have developed five entirely new courses covering a breadth of topics related to 
GEOINT including GIS, remote sensing, spatial analysis, spatial data models and data quality, 
network flow modeling and transportation, hazards and emergency management and professional 
development.  I’ve also been heavily involved with efforts to recruit new students and promote 
the program, and have worked closely with the United States Geospatial Intelligence Foundation 
(USGIF) to get our program accredited.   In addition to my graduate-level teaching duties, I have 
also taught our flagship undergraduate introductory GIS course.  Below is a sample of course 
material and teaching evaluations from my Lecturer position at UMD.  
 
One shared goal of all of my courses is to facilitate student acquisition of new technical skills 
and domain knowledge to help them become well-rounded professionals: 
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This is one of the labs I wrote for my Fundamentals of Geospatial Intelligence course to teach 
students about map projections and coordinate reference systems: 
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My Fundamentals of GEOINT course serves as a prerequisite for the more technically challenges 
course in our program, including my Networks course.  A sample lab for this course is below: 
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Below is a sample of the rankings and comments I have received on my teaching evaluations as a 
Lecturer at the University of Maryland. 
 
Rankings 
  

 
 

 
 
Comments 
 

 
 
For my graduate courses I rarely provide step-by-step instructions describing how to complete an 
analysis.  Rather, I specify a problem and ask my students to develop and describe a method to 
solve it. This avoids the ‘buttonology” approach to technical learning that characterizes many 
traditional GIS and Remote Sensing courses. 
 

 
 
I’m a strong believer that students learn best from each other, so I often try to encourage group 
activities and facilitate class discussions.   


